SAHIC Cuba Proves Successful as First Hospitality Investment Conference in
The Island Nation
225 Hospitality Investors and Developers From 26 Nations Participated to Discover
Cuba Tourism Industry Outlook & Investment Opportunities

(May 30, 2017) – The inaugural Conference SAHIC Cuba designed to promote the hotel,
tourism and related real estate businesses in the island nation took place in Havana, Cuba,
May 15-16, 2017. After two full days of activities, the event proved to be ‘the’ place to
provide the 225 attendees from 24 countries with new opportunities to expand their
network while learning where the industry is heading in the continually emerging Cuba.
At the start of the conference, Arturo Garcia Rosa, President & Founder SAHIC said,
“We are so excited because the idea is to put together people from all over the world
with the key decision makers from Cuba who will be their partners; to conduct business
here, you need a Cuban partner. The Cuban executives are absolutely open to share the
information and identify successful partners for future projects,”
During his keynote address, David Scowsill, President and CEO of the World Travel &
Tourism Council shared global and regional trends and outlooks for the hotel and tourism
industry. Mr. Scowsill mentioned that “executives must stand up and lead the industry,
take responsibility with real commitment for change.”
In the framework of the conference, the renowned Cuban historian Eusebio Leal
Spengler, recognized worldwide for leading the Restoration Program of Old Havana, was
interviewed by Arturo Garcia Rosa, President & Founder SAHIC. “It would not be
possible to restore the buildings without social repair projects as well. Nearly 90 % of
tourists to Cuba want to see Havana,” Leal explained. “And not only do they want to see
the cities but they want to meet our people. Not everything will be turned into hotels. It’s
important to integrate schools and art, include the community and bring back the history.
We are seeing the facilities being born again."
Deborah Rivas, Director General of Foreign Investment, Ministry of Commerce and
Foreign Affairs of Cuba, shared the options for structuring a foreign investment in Cuba
and the processes that must be carried out to obtain business permits and the required
licenses.

Francisco Camps Orfila, Cuba Deputy Director for Melia Hotels International, and Mateo
Caldentey Llull, Delegate in Cuba for Iberostar Hotels & Resorts were interviewed by
Fernando Garcia-Chacon from JLL Hotels & Hospitality Group. During the conversation,
the executives of both foreign companies discussed the process of finding the right local
partner and what is important to consider before making the final decision about
investing, developing and operating in Cuba.
Among the governmental officials who spoke to the attendees were:
o Alexis Trujillo, Vice Ministro Primero of Tourism of Cuba;
o Luis Miguel Diaz Sanchez, Vice Minister of Tourism of Cuba
o Ivet Caballero Roque, Deputy Commercial Director, National Port
Administration;
o Jesus Lacera Linde, Executive Secretary Project Front, Ministry of
Construction;
o Deborah Rivas, Director General of Foreign Investment, Ministry of
Commerce and Foreign Affairs of Cuba;
o Jose Daniel Alonso, Director General of Tourism Development, Ministry
of Tourism of Cuba.
For more information about the SAHIC Cuba and SAHIC South America conferences
visit www.sahiccuba.com
For SAHIC Cuba best photos, CLICK here:
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ABOUT SAHIC and SAHIC Cuba
SAHIC, the premier Latin America hotel and tourism investment conference organizer
promotes business and related real-estate projects in the region. The inaugural SAHIC
Cuba, which was held May 15-16, 2017 was the must-attend event, designed to promote
the hotel, tourism and related real estate businesses in Cuba. The Conference was
destined to be ‘the’ place to meet and network with the leading industry players in the
island nation: hotel chains and groups, investors, banks, mutual funds, developers,
architects, and interior designers, regional government representatives and other decision
makers of the industry. For more information, visit www.sahiccuba.com
The 10th anniversary edition of SAHIC South America is scheduled for September 13-14,
2017 and will be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina. www.sahic.com, the city in which
SAHIC was launched.
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